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University of Pennsylvania President Amy Gutmann’s inaugural goal was to “engage locally 

and globally.” Penn’s 269-acre West Philadelphia campus has always been isolated from 

the downtown business district and residential neighborhoods across the Schuylkill River. 

With the university’s acquisition of 24 acres of former Post Office facilities and under-

utilized surface parking, a new opportunity emerged to connect these two communities. 

But there were daunting obstacles: irregular and triangular land configurations, multiple 

levels of adjacent streets and blocks, lack of direct roadway access, and numerous 

working rail lines. By identifying a series of virtual “bridges of connectivity”, a strategy  

was conceived for the growth of the academic and research campus while seamlessly 

integrating urbane mixed-use development along key city streets. 

The “Bridges of Connectivity” serve as the conceptual armature for organizing the major 

land uses and development zones proposed for the East Campus area: A “Living/Learning 

Bridge” re-establishes an active Walnut Street and connects to Rittenhouse Square 

and Center City; A “Sports/Recreation Bridge” proposes a dramatic new pedestrian-

only cable-stay span and incorporates student-life programs like a series of sports and 

recreation areas along the river adjacent to the historic Franklin Field stadium; A “Health 

Sciences/Cultural Bridge” at South Street and future “Research Bridge” accommodate 

health-care and research endeavors that are critical for both the university’s and city’s 

growth. The plan celebrates East Campus’s industrial history while establishing a real 

physical presence for Penn along the banks of the Schuylkill.
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The climbing wall is given prominence on the 
exterior as it is centered on a large glass 
curtain wall overlooking the courtyard.




